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Childcare Childcare Strategy Response – April 2022 

 

Consultation questions 

We will now present you with each of the proposed actions arising from the Draft Strategy. For each 

action, you will be asked whether or not you agree with it and if not why not. You will then be asked 

to rate the importance of the action.  

Finally you will be asked whether you foresee any barriers or challenges in the implementation of an 

action with the opportunity to provide any suggestions on how this action can be implemented or 

supported.  

Proposed Action 1 

Consult with Treasury on options to make childcare more affordable for all. 

 

Do you agree with this action? 

 Yes 

 No 

If you answered no, why not? 

How important do you view the successful implementation of this action? 

 Not important at all 

 Low importance 

 Quite important 

 Extremely important 

 I don’t know 

Do you foresee any barriers or challenges for you in the implementation of this action? 

Financial support from Government would need to be provided, either to childcare providers or to 

parents, for this to be feasible. Childcare providers are already feeling the pressure of increased 

costs of provision (for example the increase in the minimum wage) and so asking providers to reduce 

their costs without any financial support would be untenable.  

Do you have any suggestions of how this action could be implemented or how this action could be 

supported? 
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If further financial support is to be offered to parents, then an education process would need to be 

undertaken and clear information would need to be available around how to access the support. 

When we surveyed parents in our recent childcare survey, several respondents who should have 

been eligible for the current childcare voucher scheme believed that they were not eligible, and so 

had not taken up the voucher. This indicates that better education and information is required if 

such a scheme is to be fully taken up. 

In light of the results of the childcare survey we would recommend that financial support for 

childcare is available for children from birth until they attend school. Childcare accessibility for 

children aged 0-2 was highlighted as a key issue for parents and employers in our survey results, 

with cost being raised as the highest barrier by over 45% of respondents. 

One suggested action proposed in the survey results was to make childcare costs tax deductible for 

parents. 

Proposed Action 2 

Investigate the business case for an inclusion fund to allow increased pre-school credit to support 

children who may require interventions, one-to-one support, access to an outreach team and/or 

additional resources  such as those with Special or Additional Needs. 

 

Do you agree with this action? 

 Yes 

 No 

If you answered no, why not? 

How important do you view the successful implementation of this action? 

 Not important at all 

 Low importance 

 Quite important 

 Extremely important 

 I don’t know 

Do you foresee any barriers or challenges for you in the implementation of this action? 

Please comment 

Do you have any suggestions of how this action could be implemented or how this action could be 

supported? 
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Please comment 

Proposed Action 3 

Investigate how to enable children of low-income and vulnerable families to access funded childcare 

from the age of 2.  

 

Do you agree with this action? 

 Yes 

 No 

If you answered no, why not? 

How important do you view the successful implementation of this action? 

 Not important at all 

 Low importance 

 Quite important 

 Extremely important 

 I don’t know 

Do you foresee any barriers or challenges for you in the implementation of this action? 

This action should be made wider to include children from birth up until they attend school given 

that lack of accessibility to childcare for children aged 0-2 was reported as a key issue in our recent 

childcare survey. 

Do you have any suggestions of how this action could be implemented or how this action could be 

supported? 

This action should be made wider to include children from birth up until they attend school given 

that lack of accessibility to childcare for children aged 0-2 was reported as a key issue in our recent 

childcare survey. 

Proposed Action 4 

Consider the case for the creation of a government multi-agency Complex Needs Nursery with 

specialist staff.  

 

Do you agree with this action? 

 Yes 
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 No 

If you answered no, why not? 

How important do you view the successful implementation of this action? 

 Not important at all 

 Low importance 

 Quite important 

 Extremely important 

 I don’t know 

Do you foresee any barriers or challenges for you in the implementation of this action? 

If this is to be one, centralised nursery, we would assume that this would be located in Douglas, 

which may pose a location barrier for parents. However, when we surveyed parents in our recent 

childcare survey, majority of respondent’s answered that their childcare was already located in 

Douglas and even more respondents answered that their ideal childcare would be located in 

Douglas, so our results indicate that a centralised Douglas location for such a facility may not be as 

much of a barrier as thought.  

Do you have any suggestions of how this action could be implemented or how this action could be 

supported? 

Please comment 

Proposed Action 5 

Work with education and healthcare professionals through a Joint Strategic Needs Assessment 

(JSNA) to enable earlier identification and support of children with Adverse Childhood Experiences 

(ACES).  

 

Do you agree with this action? 

 Yes 

 No 

If you answered no, why not? 

How important do you view the successful implementation of this action? 

 Not important at all 

 Low importance 
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 Quite important 

 Extremely important 

 I don’t know 

Do you foresee any barriers or challenges for you in the implementation of this action? 

Please comment 

Do you have any suggestions of how this action could be implemented or how this action could be 

supported? 

Please comment 

Proposed Action 6 

Investigate the creation and implementation of one combined educational and care inspection 

process using a Quality Standards Framework.  

 

Do you agree with this action? 

 Yes 

 No 

If you answered no, why not? 

How important do you view the successful implementation of this action? 

 Not important at all 

 Low importance 

 Quite important 

 Extremely important 

 I don’t know 

Do you foresee any barriers or challenges for you in the implementation of this action? 

In order for childcare providers to meet and exceed these quality standards, government support 

needs to be provided in respect of attraction, retention and training of staff. 

Do you have any suggestions of how this action could be implemented or how this action could be 

supported? 

In order for childcare providers to meet and exceed these quality standards, government support 

needs to be provided in respect of attraction, retention and training of staff. 
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Proposed Action 7 

Develop a process to allow reporting to The Department of Education, Sport and Culture (DESC) 

regarding educational quality standards to determine areas for development and targeted training 

and support. 

 

Do you agree with this action? 

 Yes 

 No 

If you answered no, why not? 

How important do you view the successful implementation of this action? 

 Not important at all 

 Low importance 

 Quite important 

 Extremely important 

 I don’t know 

Do you foresee any barriers or challenges for you in the implementation of this action? 

Please comment 

Do you have any suggestions of how this action could be implemented or how this action could be 

supported? 

Please comment 

Proposed Action 8 

Investigate the demand for and specific options to provide childcare services not currently available 

in some local regions including wrap around care and holiday care and develop the business case to 

resolve these issues. In particular provision for under 2’s.  

 

Do you agree with this action? 

 Yes 

 No 

If you answered no, why not? 
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How important do you view the successful implementation of this action? 

 Not important at all 

 Low importance 

 Quite important 

 Extremely important 

 I don’t know 

Do you foresee any barriers or challenges for you in the implementation of this action? 

In order for this to be economically viable for childcare providers, and so not to increase costs for 

parents, we envisage that government financial support will be needed to make this achievable. 

Do you have any suggestions of how this action could be implemented or how this action could be 

supported? 

We note that this is the suggested action for the theme of “Improving Access to Childcare” with the 

deliverable of “Childcare provision meets demand in terms of type, location and wraparound care, 

particularly for under 2’s”. However, the action is “Investigate the demand for, and specific options 

to provide, services not currently available in local regions and wraparound hours and develop the 

business case to resolve these issues”. We are keen to ensure that this action does not just focus on 

services that are not currently available in local regions and wraparound hours, but also looks at 

improving the access to services in centralised areas and services during core childcare hours, 

particularly for under 2’s. 

Proposed Action 9 

Review the current financial support schemes for childcare providers and consider a business case 

for expanded support. 

 

Do you agree with this action? 

 Yes 

 No 

If you answered no, why not? 

How important do you view the successful implementation of this action? 

 Not important at all 

 Low importance 

 Quite important 
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 Extremely important 

 I don’t know 

Do you foresee any barriers or challenges for you in the implementation of this action? 

Please comment 

Do you have any suggestions of how this action could be implemented or how this action could be 

supported? 

Please comment 

Proposed Action 10 

Review current staffing ratios for under 2’s. 

 

Do you agree with this action? 

 Yes 

 No 

If you answered no, why not? 

How important do you view the successful implementation of this action? 

 Not important at all 

 Low importance 

 Quite important 

 Extremely important 

 I don’t know 

Do you foresee any barriers or challenges for you in the implementation of this action? 

We are aware from discussions with childcare providers that many providers may wish to keep to 

current staffing ratios even if the law allows them to operate at more generous staffing ratios, as 

they would still wish to operate best practice where possible. We think that there is therefore a risk 

that this action may not result in a significant improvement in access to childcare, so we would rank 

this as a lower priority action than other suggested actions. We would recommend further 

consultation with childcare providers in advance of any significant resource being allocated to this 

action. 

Do you have any suggestions of how this action could be implemented or how this action could be 

supported? 
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We are aware from discussions with childcare providers that many providers may wish to keep to 

current staffing ratios even if the law allows them to operate at more generous staffing ratios, as 

they would still wish to operate best practice where possible. We think that there is therefore a risk 

that this action may not result in a significant improvement in access to childcare, so we would rank 

this as a lower priority action than other suggested actions. We would recommend further 

consultation with childcare providers in advance of any significant resource being allocated to this 

action. 

Proposed Action 11 

Undertake a review of land and premises in regional hubs suitable for childcare provision. 

 

Do you agree with this action? 

 Yes 

 No 

If you answered no, why not? 

How important do you view the successful implementation of this action? 

 Not important at all 

 Low importance 

 Quite important 

 Extremely important 

 I don’t know 

Do you foresee any barriers or challenges for you in the implementation of this action? 

Please comment 

Do you have any suggestions of how this action could be implemented or how this action could be 

supported? 

Please comment 

Proposed Action 12 

Review provision of and funding for childcare apprenticeships starting at age 16 under suitable 

supervision. 

 

Do you agree with this action? 
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 Yes 

 No 

If you answered no, why not? 

How important do you view the successful implementation of this action? 

 Not important at all 

 Low importance 

 Quite important 

 Extremely important 

 I don’t know 

Do you foresee any barriers or challenges for you in the implementation of this action? 

Please comment 

Do you have any suggestions of how this action could be implemented or how this action could be 

supported? 

Please comment 

Proposed Action 13 

Investigate potential to introduce Early Years Teacher Status and enhance ratios to 1:13 for those 

aged 3+ where an Early Years Teacher is in post. 

 

Do you agree with this action? 

 Yes 

 No 

If you answered no, why not? 

How important do you view the successful implementation of this action? 

 Not important at all 

 Low importance 

 Quite important 

 Extremely important 

 I don’t know 
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Do you foresee any barriers or challenges for you in the implementation of this action? 

Any actions which include an increase in costs for childcare providers are likely to need to be 

supported with financial assistance from government, as opposed to the costs being passed onto 

parents. 

Do you have any suggestions of how this action could be implemented or how this action could be 

supported? 

Please comment 

Proposed Action 14 

To provide centrally co-ordinated careers information for the childcare sector. 

 

Do you agree with this action? 

 Yes 

 No 

If you answered no, why not? 

How important do you view the successful implementation of this action? 

 Not important at all 

 Low importance 

 Quite important 

 Extremely important 

 I don’t know 

Do you foresee any barriers or challenges for you in the implementation of this action? 

Please comment 

Do you have any suggestions of how this action could be implemented or how this action could be 

supported? 

Please comment 

Proposed Action 15 

Develop a clear and progressive career pathway for those working or wishing to work in childcare, 

considering suitable training and qualification provision. 
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Do you agree with this action? 

 Yes 

 No 

If you answered no, why not? 

How important do you view the successful implementation of this action? 

 Not important at all 

 Low importance 

 Quite important 

 Extremely important 

 I don’t know 

Do you foresee any barriers or challenges for you in the implementation of this action? 

Any actions which include an increase in costs for childcare providers are likely to need to be 

supported with financial assistance from government, as opposed to the costs being passed onto 

parents. 

Do you have any suggestions of how this action could be implemented or how this action could be 

supported? 

Please comment 

Proposed Action 16 

Consider options to improve information and support for parents seeking flexible working conditions 

whilst balancing childcare responsibilities. 

 

Do you agree with this action? 

 Yes 

 No 

If you answered no, why not? 

How important do you view the successful implementation of this action? 

 Not important at all 

 Low importance 

 Quite important 
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 Extremely important 

 I don’t know 

Do you foresee any barriers or challenges for you in the implementation of this action? 

Please comment 

Do you have any suggestions of how this action could be implemented or how this action could be 

supported? 

Please comment 

Proposed Action 17 

Launch a consultation with a view to implementing Shared Parental Leave and other family-friendly 

flexible working legislation. 

Do you agree with this action? 

 Yes 

 No 

If you answered no, why not? 

How important do you view the successful implementation of this action? 

 Not important at all 

 Low importance 

 Quite important 

 Extremely important 

 I don’t know 

Do you foresee any barriers or challenges for you in the implementation of this action? 

Please comment 

Do you have any suggestions of how this action could be implemented or how this action could be 

supported? 

We fully support the launch of this consultation. There were many suggestions raised in the surveys 

that we conducted that focused on shared parental leave and family friendly legislation.  

Comments or suggestions 

Do you have any other comments or suggestions you wish to add? 

Please comment 


