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To all parties  

We are writing to you on behalf of the Chamber of Commerce, a membership based, not-for-profit 

company. To give some context, Chamber has some 500 member firms, who themselves employ 

around 20,000 individuals, or almost 50% of the workforce of the Isle of Man (census 43k). 

We represent every key sector of the Island’s economy through our membership, including for the 

sake of transparency, the Isle of Man Steam Packet who are members. The purpose of this paper is 

to focus on the economic impact of proposed windfarm developments.  

We would like to be very clear that Chamber has no objections, indeed no comment, in relation to 

the policy of windfarm development. 

Our submission to you is based on the economic impact that will result from the proposed UK 

offshore windfarm (Morgan & Mona) which will have direct impact on our long-established lifeline 

sea routes with the UK (Heysham & Liverpool). 

The location of the planned wind farms will add to journey times and reduce port turnaround times 

for urgent freight but will more worryingly have a severe effect on the use of adverse weather 

routes which will lead to more cancellations resulting in direct impact on our Island’s vital freight 

deliveries and visitors.   The island is highly reliant on same day fresh foods and imports over 80% of 

food consumed. 

You will understand our position in protecting these routes for the IOM and its community who 

depend on these routes for their daily livelihood needs and travel.  

We have gathered comments from our Sector Leads in the most effected industries to make it clear 

the impact the proposed windfarm development will have:  

 

Nick Gibbs, Engineering Director at Strix Ltd and the Sector Lead for our STEM members has given 

the following statement:    

‘The Engineering and Manufacturing businesses on the Island are very concerned about any 

developments that may disrupt the reliability and regularity of the logistics links to the Isle of Man. 

These links are an essential element of the supply chain in both directions for our businesses, for 

incoming materials and out flow of products to our customers. In today’s economic environment 

many of our businesses need to operate as lean as possible with regard to holding materials and 

stocks as well as needing to offer just-in-time delivery performance to our customers. Disruption to 

the supply chain will very quickly have a detrimental effect on our ability to function which will then 

directly impact our performance to our customers. Repeated and ongoing customer impact can be 

very damaging to reputation and future prospects.  The last thing we need for business sustainability 

is to suffer the risk of increased supply chain disruption. Isolated examples of disruption already exist 



 

2 
 

Queen Victoria House, Victoria Street, Douglas, Isle of Man, IM1 2LF 

Telephone +44(0) 1624 674941 www.iomchamber.org.im 
Company Limited by Guarantee no. 1380C. Registered in the Isle of Man 

 

today from natural causes such as storms at sea. When the ferry service is cancelled due to bad 

weather our materials and products become stalled and priority on the next sailings is given to 

perishables, food and medical supplies over our supplies. This can quickly escalate to a crisis if 

sailings do not resume to normal in a reasonable period of time as the backlog will grow. 

 

Janna Horsthuis, Managing Director of Robinsons and Sector Lead for our Local Economy Forum 

(large locally owned and operated business) has commented:  

The reliability and cost of the freight service to the Isle of Man is critical to the local retail and 

hospitality sector, the Group supports projects that deliver economic growth but in this instance 

would seek detailed reassurances that freight services would not be affected in either its  timing’s or  

burdened by extra costs. The Isle of Man retail sector, especially food retailers depend on reliable 

timed deliveries and any deterioration in  the service  could damage the prospects for investment in 

the sector and affect we believe the quality of life on the Isle of Man’.      

 

Brett Martin, CEO of Palace Holdings and Sector Lead for our Visitor Economy Members has 

provided the following statement:  

The Isle of Man’s visitor industry is wholly dependent on reliable air and sea routes for its guests to 

travel to the Island. About 60% percent of our tourists use the sea links serviced by Steam Packet.  It 

is obvious that any disruption or reduction of ferry services will have a material impact on our 

tourism sector. Even more so now the number of air routes to and from the UK has diminished. A 

reduced number of visitors to the Isle of Man due to cancelled, delayed or reduced number of sailings 

will also have a significant effect on our wider local economy. Reduced visitor numbers will lead to 

reduced spend on island in our retail and hospitality sectors. This will inevitably result in closures in 

our already fragile retail and hospitality sectors. 

The Isle of Man’s economy as a whole and our visitor industry in particular can only prosper if it can 

rely on the existing unobstructed ferry services as the lifeline of our Island nation. 

 

Rob Arthurs, Manufacturing Manager for Swagelok Ltd and Sector Lead for our Road, Sea and Air 

members has provided the following statement:  

Living on an island means the timely movement of goods and people is paramount to our everyday 

lives. The Road, sea and air team are very supportive of green energy sources and committed to the 

regional drive to Net Zero. We are however concerned with the proposed planning location of the off- 

shore windfarms being in the “hub” of our key ferry routes as well as neighboring ferry routes. The 

alternative routes shall see service performance of Steam Packet drop from 95% to 80% due to an 

increased impact from adverse weather conditions. This service level has a significant impact on our 

hauliers being able to provide the levels of service required to support domestic and international 
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businesses. The on-cost of longer routes and more delays shall ultimately be realised by the paying 

public. 

 

The Isle of Man Chamber of Commerce has no objections to any windfarm development obtaining 

planning approvals - PROVIDED that on its own, or cumulatively our lifeline air and sea routes are 

unobstructed. 

Ends. 

Sent for an on behalf of the President of the Isle of Man Chamber of Commerce to the following 

parties:  

UK Chamber of Shipping 

The UK Crown Estate  

UK Planning Inspectorate 

EnBW bp 

Isle of Man Chief Minister  

Members of the House of Keys  

Isle of Man Steam Packet  

Chamber of Commerce Board, Sector Leads and Chairs  

 


